
 

 

 

 

April 15, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin  

Secretary  

U.S. Department of the Treasury  

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NE  

Washington, D.C. 20220  

 

 

The Honorable David Bernhardt  

Secretary  

U.S. Department of the Interior  

1849 C Street NW  

Washington, D.C. 20220  

 

Dear Secretary Mnuchin and Secretary Bernhardt: 

I am concerned that the Treasury and Interior Departments have misinterpreted congressional 

intent regarding Title V of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). 

As you know, Title V includes the Coronavirus Relief Fund, an $8 billion-dollar fund to provide 

relief to Tribal governments affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. While I appreciate your efforts 

to implement the Coronavirus Relief Fund quickly, I believe it is necessary to clarify the purpose 

of the fund, so you can implement it quickly and correctly. 

The CARES Act is intended to provide Tribal governments with funding to provide economic 

stabilization and to continue providing essential governmental services. Accordingly, the fund 

should be distributed to Tribal governments and enterprises owned by Tribal governments, not 

distinct corporations. 

While I understand that broad flexibility is necessary, the Departments’ guidance and rules must 

reflect the U.S. Government’s treaty and trust obligations to Tribes and should not include 

corporate entities that do not support governmental services. 

I hope that you quickly address these concerns and ensure that the funds are used as Congress 

intended – to promote the stability of Tribal governments, to ensure that they can serve their 

members, and to promote economic stability across Indian Country during this unprecedented 

public health crisis. 

Thank you for your time and prompt attention to this matter.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tom O’Halleran 

Member of Congress  



 

 


